


April 3, 2007

To whom it may concern:

The Partners HealthCare System (“Partners”), in the operations of both its parent organization and affiliated hospitals and organizations, maintains a high standard of system security in clinical, administrative and other information systems that support clinical care, research operations and clinical trials.  In an ongoing effort to assure compliance with applicable laws and regulations, Partners’ has adopted a diversified range of access protocols, software solutions, safeguards, policies, checks and other systems and controls that are designed to maintain as appropriate the privacy, confidentiality, integrity and security of electronic patient, research and trial data.  Partners’ systems and controls are designed for compliance with industry standards set by leading academic medical institutions for compliance with the patient information privacy and security requirements of the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 (“HIPAA”), applicable Food and Drug Administration requirements for the conduct of clinical trials (GCPs), the “Common Rule” at 45 CFR 46 and the evolving standards required by 21 CFR Part 11.  Partners periodically evaluates and upgrades its systems and controls in order to correct identified deficiencies, including those resulting from changes in operations, the evolving demands of increasingly sophisticated and complex electronic systems and changing legal and regulatory requirements.  


Mary C. Finlay

Chief Deputy Officer, Information Systems
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